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Invited Comment 

The grea t  impor t ance  o f  marke r s  in the m a n a g e m e n t  of  
n o n - s e m i n o m a t o u s  t umours  of  the testes is well es tab-  
lished. The figures f rom the Ir ish Testis T u m o u r  Regis t ry  
indicate  a s ignif icant ly  worse  p rognos i s  in pa t ien ts  who do  
not  have p r o p e r  m a r k e r  studies before,  dur ing  and  after  
t rea tment .  

Unfor tuna te ly ,  we have not  so far  had  a re l iable  
m a r k e r  for  seminoma.  F o r  this reason I found  the new 
work  r epor t ed  here by  Kosh ida  and  W a h r e n  very exciting. 
They  s tar t  with the best  s u m m a r y  I have seen of  the h u m a n  
a lkal ine  phospha tases .  The  s u m m a r y  is very clear  and  
very succinct.  

The  au thors  go on  to give a s t rong  po in t e r  to the 
poss ib i l i ty  tha t  r ad io labe l l ed  an t ibodies  with specif ici ty 

agains t  t u m o u r  ant igens  m a y  prove  a very va luab le  means  
of  d iagnos ing  and p inpo in t ing  active s e minoma t ous  dis- 
ease in pa t ien ts  with PLAP-pos i t ive  tumours .  This work  
shou ld  lead  to a definite improvemen t  in cure rates  of  
seminoma.  I a m  even t e mp te d  to hope  tha t  it  will po in t  the  
way to the deve lopmen t  of  m a n y  o ther  va luable  cancer  
marke r s  of  a s imilar  type.  
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Chairman, Irish Testis Tumour Registry 
President, Soci6t6 Internationale d'Urologie 
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